10 THINGS TO LOOK FOR IN A
CHILD CARE CENTER
1. You see your child thriving at the center.
2. The teachers and staff are warm and
welcoming; they listen and show they care.
3. The teacher-to-child ratio allows your child
to receive individual attention and support.
4. The teachers have a passion for what they
do and are invested in ongoing training.
5. You understand the center’s educational
philosophy. Does the curriculum meet your
expectations?
6. The playground and classrooms are safe.
The building is secure, smells pleasant,
and is clean.

7. You receive daily communication (written
and verbal) about your child, including their
activities, developments, and opportunities.
The teacher is your partner in the care and
education of your child.
8. You are encouraged to drop in at any
time to see your child and participate in
center activities.
9. The center readily provides parent
references upon your request.
10. The center offers flexible scheduling to
meet your family’s needs.

We welcome your questions. Contact us today!
877-914-7683 or www.kc-education.com/toysrus/

MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE
FOR YOUR FAMILY
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We know you have many choices for child care. You can use this tool to
compare three centers side by side to determine the best fit for your family.

INFANTS & TODDLERS

  
  

Does each baby have his/her own crib?
Does the center practice safe sleep standards by
putting babies on their backs to sleep and using
properly-fitting clothing and/or wearable blankets?

  
  

Does it feel warm and inviting?

  

Is the children’s work hung at eye level so young
children can see it?

  
  

Are the toys sanitized daily?

Health & Safety

  

Are play and daily routines used as opportunities for
nurturing and learning?
















Are the children engaged in activities and do they
seem happy and excited?

Are the pick-up/drop-off procedures secure?
Are all the staff trained in first aid and CPR?
Are immunizations required?
Are all outdoor play areas fenced in and well
maintained?

  

If food is offered, is it nutritious and are various
options provided?

  

Do teachers wash their hands regularly and
appropriately, and encourage children to do the same?

Teachers

  

Are the teachers specifically trained for the age
group they teach?

  

Can the teachers explain the activities and what
children are learning in the classroom?

  

Do the teachers encourage children to partner
cooperatively as well as work independently?

  

Is the care, including meals and nap times,
personalized for your baby?

PRESCHOOL & PREKINDERGARTEN
  
  

How does the curriculum prepare your child for school?

  

Is a wide range of instructional methods used to meet
a variety of learning styles?

  

Are there activities to do at home that connect you
with what is happening at the center?

  

Are the children read to at least twice a day?

Does the center have assessment data proving the
program is successful in getting children ready for
school?

KINDERGARTEN & SCHOOL AGE
  

What is the discipline policy at the center? Do you
agree with the approach?

Is the program focused on the development of the
whole child through learning in a structured, fun
environment?

  

  

Are there regular parent-teacher conferences
throughout the year?

Are there flexible, year-round options that meet your
family’s needs?

  

  

Are teachers supported with ongoing development
and training?

Is there a quiet area where children are encouraged
to do their homework after school?

  

  
  

Is homework help provided to students?

What is the staff turnover rate?

Program & Curriculum

  

Do classroom environments and play areas
encourage creativity and independence?

Is there a variety of fun and engaging activities for
children to choose from?

  

How does the center approach learning? Do you
agree with the educational philosophy?

  

How do children learn social skills, such as sharing,
taking turns, and getting along?

CENTER 1:______________________________________________________________________

  

Do children have plenty of time and space to play
and explore?

CENTER 2:______________________________________________________________________

  

Is high-quality children’s literature freely available?

CENTER 3:______________________________________________________________________
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